
 Heart of the Forest 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to a new year in Buzzard Class at Heart of the Forest community Special School. I hope you had a 
good summer.  The staff team in Buzzard class this year include Tanya Davies and Claire Dressler (Teachers) 
and 4 TAs. These are; Ali, Shelley, Tracey and Emma.  Sue Cook leads the class one day a week when Tanya 
and Claire are both running other sessions within school.  
 
Our curriculum will be divided into 6 areas of learning and development; Curious Thinkers, Communication 
and My Voice, Get Creative, Life and Living, Mind Body and Spirit, and My World. The pupils work at 
different levels across their curriculum and have personalised learning plans linked to their EHCP 
outcomes, learning levels and physical and personal needs. 
 
The work this term will be based around the theme of Medieval Life.  
Learning about the Tudors and writing fantasy stories are some of the things which we will be doing during 
our English lessons. We will also be working on phonics and communication.  
 
In Maths, we will be developing numeracy skills; focusing on addition and subtraction from 0 – 20. We will 
also explore the properties of 2D and 3D shapes, identifying lines of symmetry and where common shapes 
are used in everyday life.  these skills will be needed to solve everyday problems too. 
 
During Get Creative we will be creating work based around our theme Medieval Life, such as designing our 
own coat of arms and making a stained-glass window. The pupils will be encouraged to express their 
personalities and interests through their work and will be supported to complete the work to their own 
level of ability. 
 
In PE we will be working on fine and gross motor skills through Zumba, Gymnastics and tabletop games. PE 
will take place every Tuesday. In order ensure that we are complying with covid-19 precautions, can pupils 
please come into school in their PE kits every Tuesday if possible.  If you have already sent a PE kit into 
school please let us know if you need it sent home, or if it can stay in school as a change of clothes if your 
child ever needs one.  
 
Food Technology sessions will be linked to the seasons and festivals at this time of year.  Pupils will make 
some simple recipes and if possible they will bring some home to share but some of our recipes may not 
travel home very well.  We’ll ask you to send in a small lidded container on the weeks we may have 
something to send home.  We ask families for a voluntary donation of £1.00 a week, for class funds, which 
covers cooking ingredients.  
If you could put a note in the diary when you send your contribution in we’ll know to look in the bag for it 
and what it is for. 
 
Friday mornings will be spent outside for Forest School sessions unless it is very wet or windy.  Initially we 
will stay on the school site but we hope to venture into the neighbouring forest in the near future.   
  
If you have any questions please to not hesitate to get in touch, either through the home/school diary or a 
phone call. If anyone from the Buzzard team is unable to speak to you straight away we will call back as 
soon as possible.  
 
Buzzard Team 


