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1st Edition – February 2020 

I am delighted to introduce our first 
Governor Newsletter with the aim of 

keeping you up to date on what we 
discuss and decide. 

At our meeting on 5th February 2020 we: 

• reviewed the recent outcomes of the 
Resources Committee and the 

Curriculum & Standards Committee; 
• discussed the findings from the School 

Improvement Partner’s visit and; 

• considered the conclusions and 
recommendations from the recent 

Safeguarding audit. 

Our main discussion was about the 
curriculum delivery structure.  We agreed 

that focused provision should replace 
generalist provision to ensure the school 

delivers quality education and robust 
safeguarding, with specifically allocated 
sessions in the week for pupils of all 

abilities to work together, thus ensuring 
maintenance of the school’s inclusion 

ethos. 

You will hear more about this very soon. 

Chair’s Update 

Maxine Wiseman, Chair of Governors 

Who we are 
Hannah Brooks-Wilden - Staff Member 
Helen Few - Co-opted 

Sue Henchley - Co-opted 
Pam Jones - Co-opted, Vice Chair 

Vicky Morgan - Parent 
Lizzie Spowart - Co-opted 
Maxine Wiseman - Co-opted, Chair 

Stephanie Withington - Headteacher 
Hannah Woodward - Parent 

Tracy Lashford - Clerk 
 
* we currently have vacancies – see over for details 

 

GOVERNOR 

NEWS 

Role of Governors 
We provide strategic leadership and 
accountability, ensuring high standards of 

achievement for all children and young 
people in the school by:  

• ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and 

strategic direction; 
• holding senior leaders to account for 

the performance of the school, its 
pupils and staff; 

• overseeing the financial performance 

of the school, making sure its money 
is well spent. 

 

Committees 
We have 2 Committees who report into the Full 
Governing Body: 

Resources 

Responsible for finance, premises and health & 
safety. 

Curriculum & Standards  
Responsible for quality of education, pupil 

outcomes and pupil & staff welfare. 
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We have opportunities for 3 Governors and 
a Clerk and are looking for applicants who 

want to make a valuable contribution to 
children’s education, opportunities and 

futures.  Joining us would give you the 
chance to make a real difference to young 
people, give something back to your 

community and use and develop your skills 
in a board-level environment. 

Being a school Governor is a challenging 
but hugely rewarding role.  We are 
developing a multi-talented Board with 

members who contribute a range of 
professional knowledge including 

education, finance, human resources, legal, 
marketing and public relations, property 
and estate management and organisational 

change. 

We can teach you about the education 

system, which means you just need the 
necessary skills, character and time to 

contribute plus the confidence to challenge 
the school so that it continually improves 

for pupils and staff. 

Being the Clerk involves working with the 
Chair and Headteacher to enable the 

smooth operation and administration of all 
governing activities. This includes 
coordinating the annual calendar of 

meetings, distributing agendas and papers, 
recording accurate minutes and advising on 

governance developments. 

If you are interested or know someone else 
who would be a great applicant, please 

contact us to find out more and get a role 

description. 
 Dates for our Next Meetings  

3rd Feb Resources Committee 

10th Feb Curriculum & Standards Committee 

4th May Resources Committee 

20th May Full Governing Body 

15th June Curriculum & Standards Committee 

1st July Full Governing Body 

 

With a background in teaching and as a 
parent of a child with additional needs, 

Vicky has a lot to bring to our governing 
body. 

She lives in the Forest of Dean, has 
worked for Gloucestershire Parents 
Carers and currently works for the Forest 

Volunteer Forum. 

Vicky strives to get the voice of parents 

and carers heard at the highest level in 
the Local Authority and Health Service 
and she is passionate about education as 

a key to everyone fulfilling their 
potential. 

Vicky says ‘I fully appreciate the 
strengths of the school and the 
challenges we face and I am committed 

to helping in practical and pragmatic 
ways to make a positive difference to 

the experience and outcomes of our 
pupils.’ 
 

 

Introducing our newest 

Parent Governor 

Current Vacancies 

Vicky Morgan, Parent Governor 

What do you think of this newsletter? 

What would you like to see in the next 
edition? Please let us know at: 

mwiseman@heartoftheforest.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

We’d love your feedback 


