
The School 
The Heart of the Forest Community Special School is a state funded co-educational, all phase 
school catering exclusively for children and young people who have special educational needs 
(SEN).  This leaflet is written with both present and future parents in mind, and I hope that it will 
give you a flavour of the exciting provision available at Heart of the Forest Community Special 
School.  The staff and governors are strongly committed to making a high quality specialist 
provision for children and young people with moderate additional, severe, profound and multiple 
or complex learning difficulties. The needs and entitlement of the individual are at the heart of all 
school activities and policies.   
 
 

This school strives towards recognition as a centre 
of excellence, enabling its pupils to benefit from a 
learning environment that is safe, relevant, inclusive 
and purposefully creative and enjoyable. We are 
very proud of our purpose built Post 16 unit which 
includes classrooms, sports hall, outdoor recreation 
areas and a life skills room. 



Post 16 Provision  
We currently have two Post-16 groups. We have a pathway 1 group which follows a 
sensory based programme and a pathway 2 group which has a more structured 
learning programme. The focus of work is on skills for life including independent living, 
communication, personal and social skills, improving own learning and functional use of 
literacy and numeracy. Emphasis is based on areas relevant to each student’s 
preference. The learning environment is geared to developing emotional maturity and 
an emphasis is placed on a multi-sensory approach to learning alongside beneficial 
therapies including hydrotherapy and rebound therapy.   
The Post 16 provision is available to students from the September after their 16th 
birthday until the July of their 19th year.  At any point students may leave to access 
alternative provision. 

We run the ASDAN Towards Independence 
accredited scheme. Where possible students 
will work toward a Duke of Edinburgh  
award. 
Themes 
Students have an opportunity to reflect on 
their learning through termly themes. The 
themes reflect their transition toward 
independence. 

Edexcel Exams in 
English and 
Maths:  These are 
offered to students 
who are working at 
Entry level 1 and 
above.  



We cater for the wider 
educational needs of students by 
providing opportunities for a 
variety of therapies including 
hydrotherapy, rebound therapy, 
music therapy, Tacpac, Intensive 
Interaction and access to a sensory 
curriculum. 

Use is made of regular excursions 
to various establishments and 
surrounding areas to enrich their 
experiences, strengthen their 
independence and develop life-
long learning skills. Students enjoy 
varied activities related to 
horticulture, Environment and 
Animal care which feeds into our 
F E  E n t e r p r i s e  s c h e m e . 
We work within the EHCP 
framework working with other 
professionals to ensure that all 
students are well supported in 
setting appropriate outcomes and 
in supporting students with their 
transition to further education or 
social care provision. 

Heart of the Forest Community Special School. Speech House Road, Coleford, 
Glos. GL16 7EJ. Tel: 01594 822175. 

Email: admin@heartoftheforest.gloucs.sch.uk 

Students work on Key Skills within the modules at their ability level and are assessed 
accordingly.  We take account of each student’s motivation to learn and individual 
learning styles.  Learning is relevant to the student’s day-to-day life and builds on the 
individual’s existing strengths.  Skills are taught using real life contexts and adult learning 
materials.  It is our intention that for all our students learning will always be interesting and 
enjoyable. 

 


