
 

 

 

News from Little Pears  

We have been enjoying their topic based on Our Forest. Some of our work explored our immediate 

environment and the changes that happened in the forest over the Autumn. We went looking for signs of 

Autumn and found treasures such as conkers, casings, chestnuts and beautiful coloured leaves, all of which 

we used in our art work.  

We read The Gruffalo and The Stickman by Julia Donaldson and were excited to find Stickman's family tree 

when we went to visit Beechenhurst. We had a great afternoon exploring the forest and play area there. 

We have explored our school environment during our science lessons, identifying parts of plants and trees 

and going on a mini beast hunt. We also made our own volcano.  

As well as having fun outside we have worked hard in class developing our maths and literacy skills through 

fun games and activities.  

      I    

In our cookery sessions we have made Gruffalo cakes and biscuits. They were fun to decorate, making 

Gruffalo faces on them.  

 

 

News from Cherry class  

It has been a very busy term for us in Cherry. We have been getting to know each other as a new class and 

adjusting to mornings in focus groups. We have been learning about pirates. We have all enjoyed dressing 

up, making flags and listening to pirate songs. As we get nearer to Christmas we are all very excited about 

the well-deserved break but also looking forward to see what 2020 brings us.  

                                          

                      

  



 

 

News from Hazel Class 

Hazel class have been sailing the seven seas. We have learned everything there is to know 

about pirates of the past this term. We have dressed as pirates, sang pirate songs and 

learned pirate games. We even tried our hand at a bit of pirate yoga and have seen our core 

strength and balance improve greatly from September.  Alongside this we spent a couple of 

lovely afternoons learning about the Jewish religious festival of Rosh Hashannah and 

American Thanksgiving. We hope you enjoyed our pirate performance in the Christmas show.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Goshawk and Stripe Group  

We hosted the Big soup share and a harvest service inviting staff and ladies from Cinderford 

Active Living Centre. We made soup from vegetables that we have grown in our garden and 

sang harvest songs. We served the ladies soup and they joined us for lunch. We will be 

visiting them in the New Year. Through this community project we won an award from the 

Royal Horticultural Society; this was a level 5 award and it provided us with vouchers up to 

£200 to spend on our garden. 

    



 

 

   
 

We have been getting creative, illustrating poems and writing and performing songs. Next 

year we will be working with Dean scribblers to create our own book of writing and 

illustrations which will culminate in a finished book and exhibition in school. We have also 

been making Christmas signs and other food products to sell in the Christmas show. We made 

£120 profit on the day and still have more items for sale. 
 

 

 

We all enjoy our lunchtime clubs, this is a photo from light sabre club, where Janson has 

been teaching us moves from light sabre forms. 
 

 
 

We have participated in workshops led by leaders from the DWP, on preparing for work and 

responsible behaviour in the workplace.   These will continue in the New Year. 
  



 

 

News from Buzzard class 

Buzzard class have enjoyed learning about extreme environments this term and trying out 

recipes for biscuits from different countries has been a favourite activity.  We’ve made 

Anzac cookies, Indian biscuits, Viking honey oat and cinnamon cakes, Alaskan forest cookies, 

and Antarctic sleigh biscuits.  We have learnt about where the recipes come from, how 

equipment works, how to use it safely, and to use our senses to find out about the 

ingredients.  Buzzard class have helped each other and have enjoyed tasting the results. 

 

  

  

 

  



 

 

 

News from Caracara Class   

 

    

 

Caracara has had a great term learning about hot and cold environments. We have explored sensory 

activities, winter wonderland story writing, animal facts files and cooking food from different countries.  

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

News from Peregrine and Spots Group  

We have had a great two terms and settled well into the new system. During the build up to 

Christmas we have been making log candles and templates for practicing tying shoelaces 

ready to sell at the Christmas Fayre. Some of the pupils helped to make Santa’s Grotto and 

did a fantastic job during work experience and helped to put up other decorations. They 

made use of the produce grown on site to make chutney’s and soup to sell. We followed the 

world cup rugby and even did a few sessions in the hall learning some passing skills. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Some items still for sale Log candles £1.50 tree cones £1.50 Shoes £2.00 if you would like to order any. 

Please contact peregrine class 

      

 



 

 

  

 

 

News from Hobby Class 

They have really enjoyed their first term in Seniors.  We have been working on Extreme 

Environments and have been looking at changes of state in Science.  The pupils loved playing 

with the Ice Balloons and watching the skittles change as they added warm water to them.  

The class love cooking and showed off their egg cracking skills when making scrambled egg.  

They are now looking forward to a well-earned holiday break. 

                      

 

  

News from Osprey Class  

We decorated a tree as part of 

the St Stephen’s Tree Festival 

in Cinderford.  They took 

decorations made by Senior 

Department based on our 

topic “Extreme Environments” 



 

 

  

News from Little Apples 

This term Little Apples has welcomed eight new children to the school, so we’ve had a busy 

term settling into school life and getting to know one another.  

Our topic has been ‘Our Forest’ and we’ve learnt all about the natural world around us. We 

told the story ‘The Foggy Foggy Forest’ by Nick Sharratt using props and made our own story 

book based on ‘Our Forest’ to help us work on matching pictures, photos and symbols 

together. We all enjoy songs and rhymes and this has helped us to develop our early counting 

skills in numeracy.  

   

We have also enjoyed exploring natural items from the forest including leaves, conkers, sticks 

and soil and have been using these natural materials along with a range of mixed media 

including paint, pencils, wax crayons and dough to develop our creative skills and mark 

making. We are all keen to explore with our hands and have also done some sensory cooking 

where we learnt how to squash and squeeze soft fruits and vegetables. 

   

 

 



 

 

News from Kestrel class. 

FE have had a busy few terms.  We have started working on a new accredited scheme called 

Asdan Towards Independence.   We have been learning new skills in our life skills kitchen and 

bedsit including cleaning, making beds and laundry. 

                          

Learning to be independent in the community.    

 

We have also been completing our ‘Starting out’ module which has been all about us!  

           
Self-portraits                                    It’s all about me 

 

                              
We have been learning             Making wooden reindeer.                  Painting decorations.  

how to look after our tortoise 

 

We have also been working on modules about keeping ourselves safe and keeping ourselves 

healthy.  

              
               

Picking & preparing healthy ingredients. Keeping fit.     Keeping safe in the home & Community  

                                                                                                         



 

 

 

 

Reminders & Key Term Dates: 
Headteacher’s Message 

It has been a pleasure to welcome so many new pupils to our 

Heart of the Forest family and I have enjoyed watching each 

pupil settle into their new classes, form new friendships and 

grow in confidence. It has been a busy term of visits, visitors 

and learning activities and we continue to celebrate the 

successes and efforts of all our pupils. 

Our new school day brings new opportunities within the 

curriculum, such as Forest School within the Forest where our 

pupils benefit from a classroom without walls. We continue to 

join other schools in competitive sports tournaments, 

learning the importance of sportsmanship from role models 

around us. We have welcomed a harp at the HOF, with pupils 

accessing opportunities to play, perform and participate. It is 

a challenge to truly capture the full extent of the learning that 

takes place, however this newsletter is a snapshot of a very 

special school that continues to nurture, care and provide 

new opportunities for all pupils to be their very best, making 

memories along the way. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our 

families and staff for your ongoing support and dedication to 

our school. Together we continue to put the Heart into the 

Forest. 

Wishing all of our families and friends a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at Heart 

of the Forest Community Special School   

 

Autumn Newsletter 

 Pupils return to 

school on Monday 

6th January 2020 

 

 End of term is 

Friday 14th February 

2020 

 

 Return Monday 24th 

February 2020 

 

 End of Term Friday 

3rd April 2020 


